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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
In 2004, the Social Studies Task Force raised the issue of having a high school requirement for 
Economics. They forwarded their recommendation to the Social Studies Articulation Writing 
Committee for action. 
 
In 2005, the Social Studies Standard Writing Committee submitted a letter to the Board requesting the 
addition of Economics as a high school graduation requirement.  The ADE conducted a survey to 
determine the impact of requiring three credits.  Survey results indicated that the majority of schools 
were already requiring three or more credits. 
 
Since that time, discussion regarding this topic has continued in the social studies and business 
education communities.  In order to better prepare our students for their role in the global economy of 
the 21st century and provide clarity and consistency for the minimum requirement language, we would 
like to recommend the following changes. 
 
The current wording of the State Board Rules (R7-2-302) regarding high school graduation 
requirements reads: 

a. One and one-half credits in instruction in the essentials, sources and history of the 
constitutions of the United States and Arizona and instruction in American institutions and 
ideals and in the history of Arizona. 

b. One credit of world history/geography. 
 
We recommend that these minimum requirements be modified to read: 

a. One credit American History* 
b. One credit of world history/geography 
c. One-half credit of government:**   
d. One-half credit of economics 

 *instruction of American institutions, ideals, and history, and in the history of Arizona. 
 **instruction in the essentials, sources, and history of the constitutions of the United States and    
 Arizona (Civics/Government) 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this important proposal to change the current high school 
graduation requirements. We feel our communities and state will benefit from a better-informed 
citizenry. 
 
BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: [X] INFORMATION [ ] ACTION/DESCRIBED BELOW 
 
That the Board initiate rulemaking procedures for R7-2-302, regarding social studies graduation 
requirements. 
  
 Attachments:       Yes [ X]       No []  


